
My Notes

 

Assignment
Your assignment is to write a multi-paragraph essay that defines your interpretation 
of what it means to be an American. This essay should use the strategies of 
definition and different perspectives from the unit to help you develop a complex 
and thoughtful definition. If possible, incorporate an iconic image into your essay.

Planning and Prewriting
• What prewriting strategy will help you define what it means to be an American 

(free writing, webbing, graphic organizer)?

• What pieces of writing from this unit connected strongly with you? How can they 
help to add depth and dimension to your defintion?

• How can you share your ideas with a peer to help you select the strongest 
material to include in your draft?

Drafting
• How will you take the complex elements of your definition and work them into a 

clear, focused thesis statement?

• How can you sequence your ideas so that they work together to build a clear 
and convincing definition?

• What strategies of definition work well with your selected evidence and ideas?

Evaluating and Revising 
• Does your essay have coherence—does it present ideas that tie together and 

flow smoothly, making the essay easy to follow for the reader?

• Does your essay have specific, varied diction and a variety of sentence patterns?

• Where can you add or revise transitions so that one idea smoothly leads 
to another?

• How can you use the Scoring Guide as a tool to evaluate your draft or to seek 
out feedback from others?

Editing and Publishing
• How will you check your writing for grammatical and technical accuracy?

• What sort of outside resources can help you to check your draft (e.g. a format 
guide, a dictionary, etc.)?

• What is an effective way to use a final read-through of your essay to make final 
adjustments (e.g., read it out loud or have a peer read it to you)?

Reflection
After completing this Embedded Assessment, think about how you went about 
accomplishing this assignment, and respond to the following: 

• In what ways did the process of defining what it means to be an American cause 
you to rethink or reevaluate your own ideas? 

• Did the material that you read in this unit have a role in this? Why or why not?
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SCORING GUIDE

Scoring 
Criteria Exemplary Proficient Emerging Incomplete

Ideas The essay
• asserts a focused, 

clearly stated thesis
• develops and 

supports the thesis 
thoroughly with 
relevant, significant, 
and substantial facts 
and quotations

• synthesizes 
information on 
multiple, relevant 
perspectives.

The essay
• asserts a clear thesis
• develops and 

supports the thesis 
with relevant facts 
and quotations 

• incorporates 
information on 
various perspectives.

The essay
• presents an 

unfocused or limited 
thesis

• attempts to develop 
and support the 
thesis with weak 
evidence that may 
not be appropriate 

• inconsistently 
incorporates 
information on 
various perspectives.

The essay
• asserts a weak thesis
• contains facts, 

quotations, or other 
information that 
may not develop or 
support the topic 

• contains insufficient 
information on 
various perspectives.

Structure The essay
• organizes complex 

ideas so that new 
elements build to 
create a unified whole

• creates an effective 
and engaging 
introduction and 
conclusion that 
articulate the 
implications or 
significance of the 
topic

• uses a variety of 
definition strategies 
with skill and purpose

• uses a variety 
of meaningful 
transitions.

The essay
• organizes ideas 

so that each new 
element builds on 
that which preceded 
it to create cohesion

• presents a clear and 
focused introduction 
and conclusion

• uses a variety of 
definition strategies 
effectively

• uses transitions to 
connect the larger 
ideas of the essay. 

The essay
• creates limited 

cohesion with 
inconsistent 
connections among 
the elements

• contains an 
underdeveloped 
or unfocused 
introduction and/or 
conclusion

• attempts to use 
definition strategies 
with limited success

• inconsistently uses 
transitions to connect 
ideas.

The essay
• demonstrates limited 

cohesion; expected 
elements may be 
missing

• lacks an introduction 
and/or conclusion

• uses few or no 
definition strategies

• presents limited use 
of transitions.

Use of

Language

The essay
• uses precise diction 

and a variety of 
sentence types 
and structures 
deliberately chosen to 
enhance the reader’s 
understanding of a 
complex topic

• demonstrates 
superior command 
of conventions of 
standard English.

The essay
• uses diction and a 

variety of sentence 
types or structures 
that appropriately 
manages the topic

• demonstrates 
a command of 
conventions so that 
minor errors do 
not interfere with 
meaning.

The essay
• uses diction that 

is inconsistent and 
provides little variety 
in sentence structure

• attempts to follow 
conventions, but 
errors in usage 
may cause some 
confusion.

The essay
• uses diction that 

is inappropriate at 
times; shows little or 
no variety in sentence 
structure

• contains errors 
in grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, or 
spelling that interfere 
with meaning.
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