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Writing an Analytical Essay

Assignment
Write an analytical essay in which you discuss how Zora Neale Hurston’s writing 
is both a reflection of and a departure from the ideas of the Harlem Renaissance. 
Include aspects of the Harlem Renaissance that you see reflected in Hurston’s 
writing as well as characteristics of Hurston’s writing that are departures from 
selected aspects of the Harlem Renaissance.

Planning and Prewriting: Take time to make a plan for your essay.
• What resources on the Harlem Renaissance can you use to help you plan 

your work?

• What writings by Zora Neal Hurston will you refer to?

• What elements of the Harlem Renaissance do you recognize in Hurston’s 
writing, and what elements of her writings seem to be departures from 
those aspects?

Drafting: Determine the structure and how you will incorporate 
your evidence.
• How can you state your claim as a single thesis statement so that it captures 

your thinking?

• What organizational pattern will best allow you to compare Hurston’s work to 
aspects of the Harlem Renaissance? How will you use textual evidence from 
your sources to support your ideas? How will you use commentary to explain 
how this evidence relates to your thesis?

• Is the evidence that you use cited in a way that will allow your audience to 
know which source is being used every time? Does your Works Cited page 
provide all the information necessary for your audience?

Evaluating and Revising the Draft: Make your work the best it can be.
• How can you use transitions so that one idea moves smoothly to the next?

• How will you used the Scoring Guide and peer responses to help guide 
your revision? 

Checking and Editing for Publication: Confirm that your final draft is 
ready for publication.
• How will you ensure that your essay maintains an academic, formal tone; 

that it seamlessly embeds quotations within the text; and that it uses 
varied syntax?

• How will you check for grammatical and technical accuracy?

Reflection
After completing this Embedded Assessment, think about how you went about 
accomplishing this assignment, and respond to the following: 

How did the use of both primary and secondary sources help you examine how 
writers’ works can be both a product of their time and of their own personal 
perspective?

 EMBEDDED
 ASSESSMENT 2

Technology TIP:

Use word processing 
software to create your final 
draft. Format your essay 
professionally, use margins of 
at least one inch, and choose 
a font that is appropriate for 
academic writing.
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Writing an Analytical Essay

SCORING GUIDE

Scoring 
Criteria Exemplary Proficient Emerging Incomplete

Ideas The essay
• presents a 

convincing, thorough, 
and perceptive 
understanding of 
Hurston’s writings, as 
well as aspects of the 
Harlem Renaissance

• contains analysis 
that demonstrates 
an exceptional 
insight into Hurston’s 
writings and the 
Harlem Renaissance

• uses clear and 
effective specific and 
well-chosen examples 
that yield detailed 
support for the 
analysis. 

The essay
• demonstrates a solid 

understanding of 
Hurston’s writing, the 
Harlem Renaissance, 
and provides a 
convincing text 

• contains analysis 
that demonstrates a 
general insight into 
Hurston’s writings 
and the Harlem 
Renaissance

• uses appropriate 
examples to support 
the position. 

The essay
• demonstrates 

an uneven 
understanding of 
Hurston’s writing 
and/or the Harlem 
Renaissance, and 
does not create a 
convincing text 

• attempts to analyze 
Hurston’s writings 
and the Harlem 
Renaissance, but 
the analysis may be 
simplistic or replaced 
by summary

• uses evidence to 
support the position 
with a weak or 
unclear connection to 
the claim.

The essay
• demonstrates 

a superficial 
understanding of 
Hurston’s writings 
and the Harlem 
Renaissance, 
and provides an 
underdeveloped text

• lacks an analysis of 
Hurston’s writings 
and the Harlem 
Renaissance

• uses evidence to 
support the position 
that may be weak 
or provides too few 
examples. 

Structure The essay
• is exceptionally well 

organized
• moves smoothly 

and comfortably 
between ideas 

• uses clear and 
effective transitions 
to enhance the 
essay’s coherence.

The essay
• is clearly organized
• sequences ideas in 

a way that is easy 
to follow

• uses transitions to 
move between ideas.

The essay
• is organized with 

some lapses 
in structure or 
coherence

• sequences ideas in 
a way that may be 
confusing at times

• inconsistently uses 
transitions.

The essay
• is organized in a way 

that impedes the 
ideas presented

• sequences ideas in 
a way that is difficult 
to follow

• jumps too rapidly 
between ideas and 
lacks transitions.

Use of 
Language

The essay
• employs stylistic 

choices in language 
that are exceptional

• successfully weaves 
textual evidence from 
the novel into its 
own prose

• demonstrates strong 
control and mastery 
of standard writing 
conventions.

The essay
• employs stylistic 

choices in language 
that are clear and 
appropriate

• weaves textual 
evidence from the 
novel into its own 
prose accurately

• demonstrates control 
of standard writing 
conventions, and 
though some errors 
may appear, they do 
not seriously impede 
readability.

The essay
• uses stylistic choices 

in language that are 
uneven

• attempts to 
incorporate textual 
evidence from the 
novel into its own 
prose yet may do 
so awkwardly or 
inaccurately

• contains errors in 
standard writing 
conventions that 
interfere with the 
meaning.

The essay
• uses stylistic choices 

in language that are 
not appropriate for 
the topic 

• does not incorporate 
textual evidence from 
the novel 

• contains frequent 
errors in standard 
writing conventions 
that severely 
interfere with the 
meaning.
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