
My Notes

 

Assignment
You have been studying how opinions are expressed and perceived in a democratic 
society through a variety of rhetorical formats including satire. Your assignment is to 
develop a satirical piece critiquing some aspect of our society. 

Planning and Prewriting: Take time to create a plan for choosing a topic 
and audience.
• What has guided your choice of topics? Do you have the information to sustain a 

satiric treatment?

• Will your piece be more Horatian or Juvenalian? What techniques of satire apply 
well to that form (hyperbole, parody, irony, ridicule, etc.)?

• If you use parody, what typical conventions of the format do you plan to use as 
part of the satire?

• To whom will you address your satire and why? What is your satirical purpose—
what effect do you hope to have on this audience?

Drafting: Decide how you will incorporate elements of satire.
• How will you demonstrate the flaws or foibles of your satire’s subject?

• As you draft your esssay, how will you stick to the conventions that you 
identified for your satire in your prewriting?

• What sort of tone is appropriate for the audience and purpose you identified?

Evaluating and Revising: Create opportunities to review and revise.
• How can you revise to add additonal satirical language elements (loose and 

cumulative sentences, irony, hyperbole, and litotes)?

• What sort of strategies could you and a peer use to provide each other with 
feedback (e.g., evaluate with the Scoring Guide, use the SOAPSTone strategy)?

Checking and Editing for Publication: Be sure your work is the best it 
can be.
• How will you check for grammatical and technical accuracy?

• What sort of outside resources can help you to check your draft (e.g., a format 
guide, a dictionary, etc.)?

Reflection
After completing this Embedded Assessment, think about how you went about 
accomplishing this assignment, and respond to the following: 

• Satire requires a sort of balancing act, mixing humor that draws in your 
audience with criticism that points out a particular flaw. How did you approach 
the challenge of balancing these two different elements?
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SCORING GUIDE

Scoring 
Criteria Exemplary Proficient Emerging Incomplete

Ideas The satire
•  offers insight into 

a topic that is 
relevant, current, and 
debatable

• argues a convincingly 
persuasive position 

• skillfully 
demonstrates 
techniques of satire 
that are ideal for the 
topic.

The satire
• presents a topic 

that is generally 
relevant, current, and 
debatable

• argues a clear 
position

• demonstrates 
techniques of satire 
that are suitable for 
the topic.

The satire
• presents a topic that 

is not fully relevant, 
current, or debatable

• argues a position
• demonstrates 

techniques of satire 
that are somewhat 
suitable for the topic.

The satire
• presents a topic that 

is irrelevant
• includes an vague or 

unclear position
• fails to demonstrate 

techniques of satire 
that are somewhat 
suitable for the topic.

Structure The satire
• presents ideas in an 

arrangement that is 
most conducive to 
the writer’s position

• is aptly organized 
using typical 
conventions of the 
format.

The satire
• logically arranges 

ideas to support the 
writer’s position

• is organized 
appropriately using 
typical conventions of 
the format. 

The satire
• arranges ideas to 

somewhat support 
the writer’s position 

• is mostly organized 
using typical 
conventions of the 
format.

The satire
• arranges ideas in a 

way that detracts 
from the writer’s 
position or may be 
irrelevant

• is organized in a 
way that does not 
match the typical 
conventions of the 
format.

Use of 
Language

The satire
• uses language 

elements 
(e.g., skillfully 
incorporating loose 
and cumulative 
sentences, irony, 
hyperbole, and 
litotes, etc.) 
extremely effectively

• insightfully matches 
tone and satirical 
effect to the intended 
audience and 
purpose

• contains almost no 
errors in standard 
writing conventions.

The satire
• uses language 

elements (e.g., 
incorporating loose 
and cumulative 
sentences and 
satirical techniques) 
appropriately

• applies appropriate 
tone and satirical 
effect for the 
intended audience 
and purpose

• may contain minor 
errors in writing 
conventions that do 
not interfere with 
understanding.

The satire
• uses language 

elements less 
effectively

• struggles to match 
tone and satirical 
effect to the intended 
audience and 
purpose

• includes some errors 
in conventions that 
interfere with the 
meaning.

The satire
• does not use 

language elements 
• does not match tone 

and satirical effect 
to the intended 
audience and 
purpose

• includes errors in 
writing conventions 
that seriously 
interfere with its 
meaning.
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