
My Notes

 

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Quickwrite, Predicting, 
Discussion Groups, 
Close Reading, Drafting, 
Double-Entry Journal

 ACTIVITY

5.12
Nanny, Janie, and Logan 

Learning Targets
• Connect Hurston’s theme of self-awareness to the ideas of the Harlem 

Renaissance.

• Explain how a character’s beliefs are both a product of and a departure from 
the Harlem Renaissance.

Before Reading 
1. Write a speculative response to this quote: “There are years that ask questions 

and years that answer.” What will the upcoming year hold for Janie? Will this 
year be the year that asks questions or one that answers them? Will this be the 
year that does both? 

During Reading 
2. As you read Chapters 3 and 4, continue taking notes in your double-entry 

journal. Keep in mind the task for Embedded Assessment 2: to analyze Zora 
Neale Hurston’s writing as both a reflection and a departure from the ideas 
of the Harlem Renaissance.

After Reading
3. Your teacher will assign you to discussion groups for processing Chapters 3 and 4. 

Discuss the questions that follow and take notes in your double-entry journal.

• As Janie evaluates her marriage to Logan Killicks, Hurston presents the 
recurring image of the horizon: “The familiar people and things had failed 
her so she hung over the gate and looked up the road towards way off. She 
knew now that marriage did not make love. Janie’s first dream was dead, so 
she became a woman.” Discuss how Janie’s frustration helps her growing 
self-awareness. 

 

• What other images add meaning to the text and define Hurston’s style as a 
Harlem Renaissance writer?

 

©
 2

01
4 

Co
lle

ge
 B

oa
rd

. A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 re

se
rv

ed
.

392 SpringBoard® English Language Arts Grade 11



 ACTIVITY 5.12
continued

4. What symbolic act does Janie perform when she leaves Logan? At the end of 
Chapter 4, examine the paragraph that begins, “The morning road air. . . .” How 
does Hurston’s word choice echo the optimism of the Harlem Renaissance?

Writing Prompt: Read the following excerpt to make a text-to-text connection to 
Their Eyes Were Watching God.

Scholar Robert E. Hemenway wrote Zora Neale Hurston: A Literary Biography. 
Read this excerpt from the biography in which he explains that Nanny represents 
a belief from which Hurston departed in her writing:

“People erred because they wanted to be above others, an impulse 
which eventually led to denying the humanity of those below. . . . Janie’s 
grandmother. . . thinks that freedom is symbolized by achieving the position 
on high. Zora Hurston had always known, just as Janie discovers, that there 
was no air to breathe there. She had always identified with what she called 
‘the poor Negro, the real one in the furrows and the cane breaks.’ She bitterly 
criticized black leaders who ignored this figure. . .”

Review Chapters 2 and 3. Think about Nanny’s desires for Janie to have a life far 
different from her own and Leafy’s. Write to explain Nanny’s belief “that freedom is 
symbolized by achieving the position on high” and how these ideas are contrary to 
Hurston’s. Be sure to:

• Include a thesis statement that defines your opinion and gives direction 
to your writing.

• Cite textual evidence to support your explanation.

• Explain how Nanny represents ideas held during the Harlem Renaissance from 
which Hurston departs.

• Provide a conclusion that follows from the development of the ideas in 
your writing. 
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