
LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Quickwrite, Think-Pair-Share, 
Oral Interpretation, 
Double-Entry Journal

 ACTIVITY

5.10
Janie’s Return Home

Learning Targets
• Explore how writers use indirect characterization to develop well-rounded 

characters.

• Infer an author’s purpose, employing and citing textual evidence.

• Compare a film interpretation to the written text it is based upon. 

Before Reading 
1. Authors choose novel titles for many reasons. For example, the protagonist 

in the novel Gone with the Wind refers to her town being overtaken by the 
Yankees and wonders whether her home was “also gone with the wind which 
had swept through Georgia.” Predict the meaning of the title Their Eyes Were 
Watching God.

During Reading
2. As you read the novel, use a double-entry journal to note connections between 

the research that has been presented about the Harlem Renaissance and the 
events and ideas of the novel. In your notes, cite textual evidence. Include 
commentary that shows how Hurston’s work is characteristic of the Harlem 
Renaissance as well as elements that illustrate Hurston’s departure from the 
Harlem Renaissance and its philosophy/beliefs, historical context, relation to 
the arts, and daily life.

3. Read the first two paragraphs of Chapter 1. What distinction do the first two 
paragraphs make between men and women? 

4. What questions do these paragraphs raise for you?

5. Male students: Interpret and analyze the first paragraph. Note your findings and 
be prepared to present them to the female students in your class.

Female students: Interpret and analyze the second paragraph. Note your 
findings and be prepared to present them to the male students in your class.
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 ACTIVITY 5.10
continued

Janie’s Return Home

The Porch Sitters
6. As Hurston describes the woman, where she has been, and the people who 

see her return, she uses imagery that appeals to the senses. List several of the 
images and the senses they appeal to in the space below. 

7. The narrator states that the porch sitters “sat in judgment.” How does the 
porch serve as a metaphor for judgment?

8. How do these images impact the reader?

Characterization
Direct characterization tells the audience what the character is. Indirect 
characterization shows things that reveal the personality of a character. One 
method of indirect characterization is what one character says about another. 
Other methods include the following:

• the character’s appearance

• what the character says

• what the character thinks

• what the character does

• what other characters say about a character.

9. In Chapter 1, which methods of characterization does Hurston use to establish 
Janie’s character?

10. Reread the porch scene. How does the information from “Mouth Almighty,” 
or the porch sitters, indirectly reveal the protagonist, Janie? 

My Notes

 

Literary Terms
Indirect characterization is 
any method that a writer uses 
to develop characters other 
than simply telling the reader 
what to think of the character.
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 ACTIVITY 5.10
continued

Comparing the Film and the Novel
11.  View the first chapter of the film version of Their Eyes Were Watching God. 

What similarities and differences do you recognize between the film and the 
novel? How has the director of the film used costumes and setting as tools 
of imagery? 

12. Janie tells Pheoby, “So ‘taint no use in me telling you somethin’ unless Ah 
give you de understandin’ to go ‘long wid it.” What story does Janie have to 
tell? Who is her audience?

After Reading
13. Begin the double-entry journal that you will keep as you read Their Eyes 

Were Watching God. Follow your teacher’s model for the formatting. Citing 
page numbers for the textual evidence that you enter is very important, 
for you will return to this evidence to support your analytical essay for 
Embedded Assessment 2.

14. As you make your journal entries, keep in mind the characteristic values, 
beliefs, and philosophy about African American daily life, artistic expression, 
and pride embodied by the Harlem Renaissance. This will help you be prepared 
to respond to the question: How is Hurston’s work both a natural product of 
and a departure from the ideas of the Harlem Renaissance? 

Check Your Understanding
Now that you have read Chapter 1, reflect on your understanding of the text. 
Write short responses to these questions:

• What do the porch sitters and Pheoby want to know?

• What does Janie want to tell them?

• Who is Janie’s direct audience and who is her indirect audience? 

My Notes
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