
 ACTIVITY

4.9
Meeting Christopher McCandless 

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Read Aloud, Close Reading, 
Graphic Organizer, Guided 
Writing, Debate

Learning Targets
• Analyze how a writer uses characterization to develop a portrait of a real person.

• Emulate and apply a writer’s techniques to one’s own writing.

Before Reading 
1. Now that you have read a few chapters of Into the Wild, you have caught a 

glimpse of the puzzling young man at the heart of the story. Although Krakauer 
is crafting a work of nonfiction, he employs many of the same techniques 
used in writing fiction. For example, he allows the reader to get to know 
Chris McCandless in the same ways that fiction authors use characterization 
methods. Write what you know of Christopher McCandless so far, citing at least 
one quote for each method. You will add to the chart as you learn more.

His actions

His appearance

His thoughtsWhat he said

Christopher
McCandless

What others say 
about him
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After Reading 
2. Based on the details you gathered in the characterization chart, what 

impression does Krakauer create of McCandless in the first three chapters? 
Brainstorm a list of different adjectives describing McCandless that stem from 
Krakauer’s descriptions. Try to select adjectives that carry strong connotations. 
For each adjective, identify at least one piece of characterization that led to that 
impression.

 Central Claim: 

Adjective Characterization Evidence

Writing Prompt: Emulate Krakauer’s use of characterization to create an 
impression of a real person—perhaps someone from school, popular culture, or 
current events. As a challenge, do not name the person in your text. Be sure to:

• Select an adjective that describes the person, then choose diction, details, 
and a structure that will lead your readers to see the person as you do without 
explicitly stating who it is.

• Incorporate at least two characterization methods from this activity into 
your text.

• Punctuate dialogue correctly.

Check Your Understanding
Exchange drafts with a peer and annotate his or her text, listing the various 
characterization techniques used. What impression does the writer create of the 
subject through these techniques?

Meeting Christopher McCandless 
 ACTIVITY 4.9
continued
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