
Learning Targets 
• Analyze the elements of a credo as a literary genre.

• Apply the conventions of the credo genre when writing a personal credo, using 
effective syntax and punctuation.

Before Reading 
1. Quickwrite: What are some of the rules you learned in kindergarten? To what 

extent are those rules still applicable to life for you today?

2. A precept is a rule, instruction, or principle that guides somebody’s actions and/
or moral behavior. In the graphic organizer below, list some of the precepts you 
have learned over the course of your life that guide your behavior as well as why 
they are significant to you.

Precepts 
Rationale, Significance, or 

Reflection

Drafting My Credo  ACTIVITY

4.6

My Notes

 

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Quickwrite, Marking the 
Text, Think-Pair-Share, 
Graphic Organizer, Drafting, 
Revising
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Drafting My Credo
 ACTIVITY 4.6
continued

During Reading 
3. In the following excerpt, Robert Fulghum creates a list of precepts in order to 

present his credo: his personal statement about life. As you read the credo, 
consider what the precepts have in common and highlight those that most 
appeal to you personally.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Robert Fulghum (b. 1937) grew up in Texas. He was a minister for many 
years before turning to writing, painting, and sculpting. He is the author of 
several best-selling books that primarily focus on thoughts about how to 
live a full and happy life. Fulghum has said, “The tragedy of modern man is 
not that he knows less and less about the meaning of his own life but that it 
bothers him less and less.”

Nonfi ction

by Robert Fulghum

 1 Each spring, for many years, I have set myself the task of writing a personal 
statement of belief: a Credo. When I was younger, the statement ran for many pages, 
trying to cover every base, with no loose ends. It sounded like a Supreme Court brief, as 
if words could resolve all con� icts about the meaning of existence.

 2 � e Credo has grown shorter in recent years—sometimes cynical, sometimes 
comical, sometimes bland—but I keep working at it. Recently I set out to get the 
statement of personal belief down to one page in simple terms, fully understanding the 
naïve idealism that implied. . .

 3 I realized then that I already know most of what’s necessary to live a meaningful 
life—that it isn’t all that complicated. I know it. And have known it for a long, long time. 
Living it—well, that’s another matter, yes? Here’s my Credo:

 4 All I really need to know about how to live and what to do and how to be I learned 
in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate-school mountain, but there 
in the sand pile at Sunday school. � ese are the things I learned:

 Share everything.
Play fair.
Don’t hit people.
Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess!
Don’t take things that aren’t yours.
Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat.
Flush.

WORD 
CONNECTIONS

Roots and Affixes
Credo stems from the root cred, 
meaning “to believe,” which 
appears in other words such 
as incredulous, creed, and 
credence.

My Notes

 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
How do Fulghum’s diction, 
syntax, and punctuation help 
convey his tone and theme? 

Credo from All I Really Need to Know
I Learned in Kindergarten
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 ACTIVITY 4.6
continued

 Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.

 Live a balanced life—learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and 
dance and play and work every day some.

 Take a nap every a� ernoon.

 When you go out into the world, watch out for tra�  c, hold hands, and stick 
together.

 Be aware of wonder. Remember the little seed in the Styrofoam cup: � e roots go 
down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but we are all 
like that.

 Gold� sh and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the Styrofoam 
cup—they all die. So do we.

 And then remember the Dick-and-Jane books and the � rst word you learned—the 
biggest word of all—LOOK.

 5 . . .� ink what a better world it would be if we all—the whole world—had cookies 
and milk about three o’clock every a� ernoon and then lay down with our blankies for 
a nap. Or if all governments had as a basic policy to always put things back where they 
found them and to clean up their own mess. And it is still true, no matter how old you 
are—when you go out into the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together. 

After Reading 
4. Write responses to the following questions, and then share them with a group 

of your peers.

• What are your reactions to Fulghum’s credo? What precepts seem to make 
the most/least sense to you personally, and why?

• If a personal credo can be considered a literary genre, what are some 
conventions that would characterize this genre (based on Fulghum’s 
example)?

Writing Prompt: Emulating Fulghum’s structure and conventions, draft a 
personal credo that asserts your precepts about the basic values that contribute 
to a meaningful life. The credo might begin with your perception of life, identify 
where you learned important precepts and what they are, and close with reflective 
commentary and a related call to action. Be sure to:

• Use the genre conventions you defined above.

• Establish an appropriate tone through your syntax and diction.

• End with a call to action like Fulghum’s.

Check Your Understanding
Annotate your credo to identify the genre conventions you have conformed to in 
your text.

GRAMMAR USAGE
Punctuation 
The serial comma rule refers 
to placing a comma before 
the final “and” in a series.

Example: . . .watch out for 
traffic, hold hands, and stick 
together.

When Fulghum writes a 
series with a conjunction 
after every term, he is using 
polysyndeton. 

Example: “Goldfish and 
hamsters and white mice and 
even the little seed. . .”

When Fulghum writes a series 
of commas but no “and,” he 
is using asyndeton. 

Example: “. . .sometimes 
cynical, sometimes comical, 
sometimes bland. . .”

By breaking away from the 
conventional serial comma 
rule in this way, Fulghum 
creates emphasis and variety.

My Notes
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