
The Role of Irony in Climax

Learning Targets
• Examine how choice delineates character and moves the conflict toward 

the climax. 

• Explain how dramatic, verbal, and situational irony are essential to the thematic 
truth of the play. 

Before Reading
1. Review the definitions of dramatic, verbal, and situational irony. With your 

group members, create an original graphic organizer on a separate piece of 
paper that demonstrates the similarities and differences between the different 
types of irony. Be prepared to explain your creation to the class.

During Reading
2. One of the key elements of characterization revolves around the choices a 

character makes. As you reread the scene with Proctor and Elizabeth in the 
courtroom, complete the following graphic organizer to analyze their choices.

 ACTIVITY

2.13

Proctor Elizabeth

Secret he or she has

Choice he or she makes in this 
scene

Quote that demonstrates choice

Reasons for making choice

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Graphic Organizer, Rereading, 
Drafting, Discussion Groups

Literary Terms
Dramatic irony occurs when 
the audience knows more 
about circumstances or events 
in a story than the characters 
within it.

Verbal irony occurs when 
a speaker or narrator says 
one thing while meaning the 
opposite. 

Situational irony occurs 
when an event contradicts the 
expectations of the characters 
or the reader.
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 ACTIVITY 2.13
continued

Quotation that supports the reason

How do you feel differently about 
him or her after this?

How does this choice affect other 
characters?

How does this choice relate to the 
bigger ideas at work in the play?

After Reading
3. Find at least one example of each type of irony present in Act Three of the play.

 Verbal:

 Situational:

 Dramatic:

Check Your Understanding
Writing Prompt: Explain the role of irony in the acts of Miller’s play you have read 
to this point. Consider how this device contributes to characterization, creates a 
response in the reader, and helps convey a social message. Be sure to: 

• Include a clearly articulated thesis that serves as the focus of your writing 
by stating the effect of irony on characterization, the reader, and the 
social message.

• Cite quotations that serve as evidence of irony and accompanying commentary/
analysis that interprets each example of irony using analytical verbs such as 
suggests, reveals, shows, symbolizes, illustrates, and represents.

• Vary syntactic structure by including clearly stated claims and complex sentences 
with embedded quotations. Sentences should have varied beginnings as well.

My Notes
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