
LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Rereading, Note-taking, 
Think-Pair-Share

Learning Targets
• Identify and categorize the use of definition strategies in a text.

• Apply those strategies to new writing to create an extended definition.

Before Reading
1. Complex ideas or concepts often need defining beyond what can be found in the 

dictionary. The extended definition provides a variety of ways to think about the 
idea or concept. Freedom and democracy are just such complex concepts. Can 
you think of others? 

During Reading
2. As you read the following definition, highlight or underline the details used to 

define the concept of freedom.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Jerald M. Jellison, professor of psychology at the University of Southern 
California, specializes in theories of human social behavior. John H. Harvey, 
professor of social psychology at Vanderbilt University, recently co-edited a 
collection of studies in social behavior.

Definition Essay

by Jerald M. Jellison and John H. Harvey

� e pipe under your kitchen sink springs a leak and you call in a plumber. A few 
days later you get a bill for $40. At the bottom is a note saying that if you don’t pay 
within 30 days, there’ll be a 10 percent service charge of $4. You feel trapped, with no 
desirable alternative. You pay $40 now or $44 later.

Now make two small changes in the script. � e plumber sends you a bill for $44, 
but the note says that if you pay within 30 days you’ll get a special $4 discount. Now you 
feel pretty good. You have two alternatives, one of which will save you $4.

In fact, your choices are the same in both cases—pay $40 now or $44 later—but 
your feelings about them are di� erent. � is illustrates a subject we’ve been studying for 
several years: What makes people feel free and why does feeling free make them happy? 
One factor we’ve studied is that individuals feel freer when they can choose between 
positive alternatives (delaying payment or saving $4) rather than between negative ones 
(paying immediately or paying $4 more).
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 ACTIVITY 1.10
continued

My Notes

 

Choosing between negative alternatives o� en seems like no choice at all. Take 
the case of a woman trying to decide whether to stay married to her inconsiderate, 
incompetent husband, or get a divorce. She doesn’t want to stay with him but she feels 
divorce is a sign of failure and will stigmatize her socially. Or think of the decision faced 
by many young men a few years ago, when they were forced to choose between leaving 
their country and family or being sent to Vietnam.

When we face decisions involving only alternatives we see as negatives, we feel so 
little freedom that we twist and turn searching for another choice with some positive 
characteristics.

Freedom is a popular word. Individuals talk about how they feel free with one 
person and not with another, or how their bosses encourage or discourage freedom on 
the job. We hear about civil wars and revolutions being fought for greater freedom, with 
both sides righteously making the claim. � e feeling of freedom is so important that 
people say they’re ready to die for it, and supposedly have.

Still, most people have trouble coming up with a precise de� nition of freedom. 
� ey give answers describing speci� c situations—“Freedom means doing what I want 
to do, not what the Government wants me to do,” or “Freedom means not having my 
mother tell me when to come home from a party”—rather than a general de� nition 
covering many situations. � e idea they seem to be expressing is that freedom is 
associated with making decisions, and that other people sometimes limit the number of 
alternatives from which they can select.

After Reading
3. Write a short summary of these authors’ definitions of freedom.

The Definition Strategy of Negation
4. The last definition strategy is negation. To define by negation means explaining 

what something is by showing what it is not. Using negation helps to contrast 
your definition with others’ definitions. With your partner, find an example of 
defining by negation in Jellison and Harvey’s extended definition and explain 
how negation adds to your understanding of their definition of freedom. 
Examples of negation should answer the question: What is freedom not?

5. How would you define the concept of freedom? Brainstorm examples for each 
of the definition strategies—exemplification, classification, function, and 
negation—that prove or support your definition of “freedom.” Use the graphic 
organizer on the next page to record your responses.
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My Notes

 

The Definition of Freedom

Negation: 
(What is freedom not?)

Function: 
(What does freedom do?)

Example: (What are some 
examples of freedom?)

Classification: (What are types of 
freedom?)

Language and Writer’s Craft: Transitions
Transitions are important when writing extended definitions. In the definition of 
freedom, the authors of the previous text use transitional words and phrases within 
and between paragraphs.

• Transitional words that can be used to prove include the following: because, 
since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, besides, indeed, 
in fact, in any case.

 Example: “In fact, your choices are the same in both cases—pay $40 now or $44 
later—but your feelings about them are different.”

• Words used to give examples include: for example, for instance, in this case, 
on this occasion, in this situation, to demonstrate, take the case of, as an 
illustration, to illustrate this point, take the case of.

 Example: “Take the case of a woman trying to decide whether to stay married to 
her inconsiderate, incompetent husband, or get a divorce.”

Check Your Understanding 
As a group, write a definition for the word “freedom.” Have each member of your 
group write a paragraph defining freedom using a different definition strategy. 
Then, combine the ideas in all the paragraphs into one definition of freedom. Be 
sure to use effective transitions in your definition.

Transitions are important when writing extended definitions. In the definition of Transitions are important when writing extended definitions. In the definition of 
freedom, the authors of the previous text use transitional words and phrases within freedom, the authors of the previous text use transitional words and phrases within 

include the following: include the following: 
since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, besides, indeed, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, besides, indeed, 

 Example: “In fact, your choices are the same in both cases—pay $40 now or $44  Example: “In fact, your choices are the same in both cases—pay $40 now or $44 

for example, for instance, in this case, for example, for instance, in this case, 
on this occasion, in this situation, to demonstrate, take the case of, as an on this occasion, in this situation, to demonstrate, take the case of, as an 

 Example: “Take the case of a woman trying to decide whether to stay married to  Example: “Take the case of a woman trying to decide whether to stay married to 
her inconsiderate, incompetent husband, or get a divorce.”her inconsiderate, incompetent husband, or get a divorce.”
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