
Creating an Op-Ed News Project

Assignment
Working in groups, your assignment is to plan, develop, write, revise, and present 
an informational article on a timely and debatable issue of significance to your 
school community, local community, or national audience. After your group 
completes its article, you will individually develop a variety of editorial products 
that reflect your point of view (agreement, alternative, or opposing) on the topic. 
Be creative with your editorial products and include at least two or three different 
pieces, such as cartoons, editorials, letters, posters, photos, and so on.

Planning and Prewriting: Take time to plan all the texts that you will include. 
• How can you build a list of potential issues that are both interesting to your 

group as well as debatable and timely?

• What format will your opinion pieces take (e.g., editorials by newspaper staff, 
letters to the editor, editorial cartoon)?

• How will you split the various tasks and roles among your group members so 
that everyone is doing a fair amount of work?

Drafting: Decide how you will incorporate support and organize texts.
• How will you gather evidence to support your positions? 

• How can you use models of argumentative writing from this unit to help you 
add rhetorical elements that will appeal to your audience?

• What sort of organizational patterns do the kinds of pieces you are writing 
tend to follow? How can you emulate these so that your pieces read like a real 
informational or editorial publication? 

Evaluating and Revising: Create opportunities to review and revise. 
• What sort of strategies can you use to provide feedback to each other on the 

quality of your pieces (e.g., SMELL, SOAPSTone)?

• What kinds of feedback from peers and the Scoring Guide can help guide your 
revision?

• How will you assure that your product as a whole represents multiple 
perspectives on your topic? 

Checking and Editing for Publication: Be sure your work is the best it 
can be.
• How can you use examples of either print or online newspapers to create a 

realistic layout for your articles?

• How will you check your own or each others’ work for grammatical and technical 
accuracy? What references will you consult?

Reflection
After completing this Embedded Assessment, think about how you went about 
accomplishing the assignment, and respond to the following:

• How do newspapers impact public opinion or public perception?

• Which of the rhetorical techniques that your group used do you think were the 
most effective in appealing to your audience? Why?
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Technology TIP:

Consider using online 
document sharing to develop 
your group article. For your 
individual work, you may also 
want to use word processing 
or creative programs to create 
editorial products. Visuals and 
video could also be part of 
your final product.
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Creating an Op-Ed News Project

SCORING GUIDE

Scoring 
Criteria Exemplary Proficient Emerging Incomplete

Ideas The project
• explicitly represents 

multiple and varied 
editorial perspectives

• is extremely 
persuasive 
throughout every 
piece, demonstrating 
a thorough 
understanding 
of persuasive 
techniques

• provides evidence 
of thorough and 
original research 
throughout; each 
piece demonstrates 
appropriate and 
ample evidence to 
support the thesis.

The project
• represents various 

perspectives that are 
implied throughout 
the work as a whole

• demonstrates a clear 
intention to persuade 
in most pieces, 
showing an adequate 
understanding 
of persuasive 
techniques

• demonstrates that 
research has been 
conducted to support 
the positions; the 
majority of pieces 
demonstrate 
sufficient evidence 
supporting the 
thesis.

The project
• represents a limited 

range of perspectives
• demonstrates an 

intention to persuade 
in a few of the pieces; 
some of the pieces 
may be descriptive 
or expository rather 
than persuasive

• demonstrates that 
some research has 
been conducted 
to support the 
positions with lapses 
in completeness to 
adequately support 
the thesis.

The project
• lacks a range of 

perspectives
• offers pieces that 

may be descriptive 
or expository rather 
than persuasive

• does not demonstrate 
adequate research; 
the majority of the 
pieces demonstrate 
insufficient evidence 
to adequately 
support the thesis 
and/or opinions 
remain unsupported.

Structure The project
• is organized 

exceptionally, so that 
ideas move smoothly 
and comfortably 

• accurately follows 
the organizational 
pattern of the article 
type, whether 
informational or 
editorial.

The project
• is organized in a way 

that is clear and easy 
to follow

• largely follows 
the organizational 
pattern of the article 
type, whether 
informational or 
editorial.

The project
• is unevenly organized 

with lapses in 
coherence

• attempts to follow 
the organizational 
pattern of the article 
type, whether 
informational or 
editorial, with some 
lapses.

The project
• is difficult to follow, 

and may jump too 
rapidly between 
ideas 

• struggles to follow 
the organizational 
pattern of the article 
type, whether 
informational or 
editorial.

Use of 
Language

The project
• demonstrates 

purposeful use of 
rhetoric designed to 
appeal to the target 
audience(s)

• contains few or no 
errors in grammar or 
conventions.

The project
• demonstrates 

functional use of 
rhetoric but may not 
directly appeal to the 
target audience

• may include minor 
errors in grammar 
and conventions that 
do not interfere with 
understanding.

The project
• attempts to use 

rhetoric with limited 
appeal to the target 
audience

• includes some errors 
in grammar and 
conventions that 
interfere with the 
meaning.

The project
• inconsistently 

demonstrates 
rhetoric

• includes many errors 
in grammar and 
conventions that 
seriously interfere 
with the meaning.
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