
My Notes

 

Assignment
Your assignment is to write and present an original, persuasive two- to three-minute 
speech that addresses a contemporary issue. It should include a clear claim, support, 
counterclaim, and conclusion/call to action. Incorporate rhetorical appeals and 
devices to strengthen your argument and to help you achieve your desired purpose.

Planning: Take time to make a plan for writing and rehearsing 
your speech.
• Out of the various positions that one might take on this issue, which one seems 

the most promising for a persuasive speech?

• How have you made careful consideration of your purpose and audience in the 
planning of your speech? 

• How has your planning allowed you to incorporate the elements of effective 
physical and vocal delivery? 

Drafting: Create a draft of your speech and ask for feedback.
• How can you anticipate and respond to questions or objections that audience 

members might have before they make them?

• What outside evidence or quotations can you use to support or reinforce your 
ideas?

• Who can you ask to read or listen to your speech to offer suggestions for 
improvement?

Revising and Rehearsing: Incorporate changes into your speech and 
practice delivering it.
• How can you use rehearsal of your speech as a way to determine what 

additional revision is needed?

• How can you improve the variety of your syntax while crafting sentences that 
add to your impact on the audience?

• How can you make sure that your performance includes an appropriate tone of 
voice and gestures to add to the persuasive effect?

Publishing for Performance: Make final changes and prepare your speech 
for delivery.
• How will you check your work for grammatical and technical accuracy?

• Are the rhetorical devices that you have included both effective and apparent to 
your audience?

Reflection
After completing this Embedded Assessment, think about how you went about 
accomplishing this assignment, and respond to the following: 

• How was writing something meant to be performed in front of an audience 
different from writing a traditional essay?

• What was the most challenging part about trying to anticipate the reactions of 
your audience?
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SCORING GUIDE

Scoring 
Criteria Exemplary Proficient Emerging Incomplete

Ideas The speech
• presents a significant 

and compelling thesis 
on a contemporary 
issue

• is clearly developed 
and supported

• presents a convincing 
argument and 
adeptly uses a variety 
of rhetorical appeals.

The speech
• presents a clear 

thesis on a 
contemporary issue 

• is sufficiently 
developed and 
supported

• presents a plausible 
argument and 
effectively uses 
rhetorical appeals.

The speech
• presents a thesis
• is somewhat 

developed and 
weakly supported

• attempts to make 
an argument, but 
it is not plausible 
and uses rhetorical 
appeals ineffectively.

The speech
• presents a position 

that is difficult to 
distinguish 

• is insufficiently 
developed and 
supported

• does not make an 
argument that is 
plausible and lacks 
rhetorical appeals.

Structure The speech
• sequences ideas to 

aptly reinforce the 
argument

• presents an 
introduction that 
intrigues the 
audience while 
establishing the topic

• concludes with a 
clear and convincing 
call to action.

The speech
• sequences material 

to support the 
argument

• presents an 
introduction that 
establishes the topic

• concludes in a way 
that provides a 
finished feeling to 
the speech, possibly 
suggesting further 
action.

The speech
• attempts to sequence 

material with a weak 
connection to the 
argument

• presents an 
introduction that 
weakly established 
the topic

• concludes abruptly 
or with a proposed 
action that is 
inappropriate.

The speech
• organizes ideas in 

a manner that is 
difficult to follow, 
or jumps too rapidly 
between ideas

• does little to 
introduce the topic, 
possibly only stating 
the subject of the 
speech

• lacks a conclusion 
or fails to propose 
action.

Use of 
Language

The speech
• deliberately and 

effectively uses 
rhetorical devices for 
the intended purpose

• uses varied syntax 
in a way that adds 
to the persuasive 
impact

• demonstrates well 
placed inflection and 
gestures that create 
an engaging delivery 
style indicative of 
advance preparation.

The speech
• clearly attempts to 

use rhetorical devices 
for the intended 
purpose

• varies syntax over the 
course of the speech

• demonstrates some 
use of inflection 
and gestures that 
create an appropriate 
delivery style 
indicative of advance 
preparation.

The speech
• attempts to use 

rhetorical devices, 
but the result is 
ineffective for the 
intended purpose 

• attempts to vary 
syntax over the 
course of the speech 
with limited success

• demonstrates limited 
use of inflection and 
gestures, impairing 
the delivery style.

The speech
• does not use 

rhetorical devices 
• uses syntax that is 

largely repetitive and 
lacks variation

• demonstrates 
minimal use of 
inflection and 
gestures. 
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