
Synthesizing Facts, Interpretations, 
and Media Formats

 ACTIVITY

5.4

My Notes

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Close Reading, Marking the 
Text, Graphic Organizer, 
Discussion Groups, 
Questioning the Text

Learning Targets
• Select appropriate sources to answer a research question. 

• Correctly cite factual information from research sources. 

Before Reading
1. In this activity, you will practice the thinking process that you should use as you 

work with your partner or in small groups to develop your research process. 

• First, you must formulate a working question to focus your research. 

• Next, conduct a close reading of the research information, marking the text 
for key ideas and details.

• Third, discuss this information with your partners. Think about the 
significance of the information as it supports your question.

• For a multimedia presentation, you must begin to consider how you will 
present this information to your audience and what information you 
will share. 

2. Listed below are some possible media formats. When you meet with your 
group members, discuss which media formats will best provide the vehicles 
for your presentations. What other multimedia formats can you add? List 
them below. 

presentation slides social media page chart, map, or diagram

music/CD player blog brochure

video billboard timeline

poster  photographs board game

postcard advertisement newspaper article

letter scene from a play review of a performance

interview oral interpretation radio talk show

text message folk tale reality show

web page 

Other media formats: 
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 ACTIVITY 5.4
continued

Synthesizing Facts, Interpretations, 
and Media Formats

Synthesizing Facts, Interpretations, and Media Formats

Research Question: What was the role of visual artists during the Harlem Renaissance?

Research Facts Reflection Possible Media Formats Possible Commentary

Record pertinent information 
from the source and include 
page numbers. Be sure to use 
quotation marks for a direct 
quotation.

Include 
questions and 
comments 
on the facts 
presented. 

Consider possible media 
resources to convey 
the facts; e.g., the best 
media resource to share 
this information with my 
classmates.

Note ideas for content to 
include in the media resource; 
e.g., commentary that will 
support my understanding of 
the research information.

“ . . . the decade overall was 
one of tense, turbulent, and 
sometimes violent relations 
between black and white 
Americans.” 

Did or how 
did the artists 
escape the 
violence and 
tension?

Possibly pictures of 
artists, pictures from 
scenes at Cotton Club

Explain that a number 
of wealthy white people 
supported the artists 
financially. 
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 ACTIVITY 5.4
continued

3. To begin your research, conduct the prewriting steps of selecting a topic and 
formulating a research question.

• Return to the reading and thinking you have done so far in this unit. With your 
writing partner or in a small group, respond to the question in the second 
column: What do you want to know about the Harlem Renaissance?

• Come to consensus about the topic that your writing group will research. 

• Using the topic, each person in the group will write a Level 2 or Level 3 
research question. Again, come to consensus as to which major question will 
be your focus for research. 

• Now that you have selected the major research question, generate additional 
open-ended questions about your topic to be sure you address all possible 
aspects of the major research question. These questions are known as 
“secondary questions” because they often evolve from the major question. 
Revise questions as needed.

4. As you and your group plan for your research, consider how you will gather 
data and information about this person or subject. Locate at least two sources 
that you can share with your group as support for the major research question. 
Try to find one print source and one electronic media source. Carefully 
read the sources and complete the first column of the “Synthesizing Facts, 
Interpretations, and Media Formats” graphic organizer for each source; you will 
complete the remaining columns later with your writing group. Make enough 
copies of both sources for everyone in your writing group. 

Check Your Understanding
Identify the level of question that your group has selected as your major research 
question and explain why you label a Level 1, 2, or 3. Predict what information 
and sources you need to research in order to provide a complete answer to the 
question.
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