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LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Brainstorming, Think-Pair-
Share, Graphic Organizer, 
Manipulatives

Thematic Threads to Create Flow  ACTIVITY

4.24

Learning Targets
• Analyze how a sample project creates thematic coherence among 

different genres.

• Clarify the thematic connections within one’s own texts.

Connecting the Pieces
1. Review the definition of coherence and then make a prediction about the role of 

coherence in a multi-genre research project.

2. Review the student example of the multi-genre research project. How did the 
author link one genre to the next and sequence the ideas presented? 

3. With the class, brainstorm a list of possible pathways to link genres in a 
multi-genre research project.

4. In groups, review the list of brainstormed pathways you created, and circle 
three that could work for your multi-genre research project on Charles M. 
Schulz. Now, discuss how each of the three would create a thematic or symbolic 
connection as well as how to thread it throughout the paper as a motif to clarify 
and unify meaning for the reader.

5. As you discuss your three options in your group, use the following focus 
questions as talking points for planning to use each symbolic link. 

• How does the option work to advance our thesis?

• How does the option convey meaning to the reader about the topic/theme?

• How does the option connect the research and ideas to one of the following: 
topic, event, person, place, etc.?

• How does the option sequence our ideas to make our assertion and research 
clear to our readers?

WORD 
CONNECTIONS

Word Meanings
A motif is a repeated pattern 
or design. In music, it is a 
short, melodic passage that is 
repeated. In literature, a motif 
may be a them, an image, or a 
character type that is repeated. 
The repetition serves to unify 
the whole.

CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS
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6. Use the Creating Cohesion chart below to organize your discussion points about 
how one genre connects to the next. Plot your ideas in your Reader/Writer 
Notebook. Evaluate the effectiveness of your metaphor and revise accordingly.

 ACTIVITY 4.24
continued

Thematic Threads to Create Flow 

7. Discuss possibilities for a visual representation of the thematic strand and 
sketch initial ideas. After considering all options, create a symbolic visual that 
conveys meaning to potential readers for your thematic strand and collection 
of genres.
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