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LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Quickwrite, Think-Pair-
Share, Skimming/Scanning, 
Graphic Organizer, Drafting, 
Oral Reading

Previewing Embedded Assessment 2 
and Style

 ACTIVITY

4.17

Learning Targets
• Reflect on key concepts and vocabulary.

• Identify and analyze the skills and knowledge necessary for success on the 
Embedded Assessment. 

• Examine how writers manipulate point of view and style for effect.

Making Connections 
As you have learned through Christopher McCandless’s story, Transcendentalism 
still bears a strong influence on American thinking. But as we have become a 
more urbanized society, have we lost touch with nature—or merely redefined our 
relationship with it? As you complete your encounter with McCandless, consider 
the central role nature plays in his pursuit of happiness. In contrast, what role does 
it play in your own life? How do you view the natural world?

A multi-genre research project positions the writer to showcase a range of 
writing styles, craft, and genre conventions to convey a clear and knowledgeable 
perspective on an issue or topic of interest to the writer. Consider your study 
of Krakauer’s Into the Wild as a multi-genre text. Krakauer’s commitment to 
cull the right information in order to convey his point of view and to help the 
reader discover the truth about his subject, Chris McCandless, is apparent in the 
presentation of ideas and research in his text. And consider all the different types 
of texts Krakauer blends together within the book. How does he generate cohesion 
between the different genres and voices he introduces? 

Essential Questions
Based on your study of the first part of the unit, review your answers to the 
Essential Questions. Would you change them? If so, how?

1. What does it mean to pursue happiness? 

2. How can a writer use/manipulate genre conventions for effect? 

Developing Vocabulary
Review your vocabulary notes from the first part of the unit. Which terms need 
further study?

Unpacking Embedded Assessment 2
Closely read the assignment for Embedded Assessment 2: Creating a Multi-Genre 
Research Project.

Your assignment is to create a mutli-genre research project that expresses your 
research and perspective on a person, event, or movement that emodies the 
American ideal of the pursuit of happiness.

With your class, create a graphic organizer to list the skills and knowledge you will 
need to complete this Embedded Assessment successfully.
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Before Reading
3. Quickwrite: What stylistic contrasts did you notice between Chapter 14–15, 

16, and 17? Identify several changes (e.g., in point of view, in verb tense, etc.) 
and explain why Krakauer may have made such dramatic shifts in narrative 
approach.

4. In Chapters 16–17, Krakauer reveals that Christopher McCandless’s relationship 
with nature—and its connection to the pursuit of happiness—appears to have 
changed over time. Use the graphic organizer below to track the changes in 
his definition.

How might Chris have viewed nature? The pursuit of happiness?

April 1992 July 1992

Evidence from the Text

Previewing Embedded Assessment 2 
and Style

 ACTIVITY 4.17
continued
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