
Learning Targets
• Identify and analyze the skills and knowledge necessary for success on the 

Embedded Assessment.

Making Connections
What does it mean to pursue happiness? Do we have a right to pursue happiness 
at all costs? In Into the Wild, a biography that investigates the life and death of 
Chris McCandless, a young man with an adventurous spirit, Jon Krakauer creates a 
compelling story. 

In telling this story, Krakauer uses multiple genres to illuminate the complex nature 
of McCandless’s character and pursuit of happiness. Using extensive primary and 
secondary research, Krakauer presents McCandless’s quest for personal freedom 
and a personal relationship with nature that is part of the soul of American life. As 
you read and analyze Into the Wild, you will also evaluate your own beliefs and 
values associated with the pursuit of happiness.

Essential Questions
Respond to the questions based on your current knowledge.

1. What does it mean to pursue happiness? 

2. How can a writer use/manipulate genre conventions for effect? 

Developing Vocabulary
Turn to the Contents page and look at the Academic Vocabulary and Literary Terms. 
Use your Reader/Writer Notebook to explore the meanings of these terms as you 
study this unit.

Unpacking Embedded Assessment 1
Closely read the assignment for Embedded Assessment 1.

Your assignment is to write a multi-paragraph reflective essay about a 
significant personal experience that involves the pursuit of happiness and/
or transcendental ideals, being sure to describe the experience and your 
immediate response to it, as well as to reflect on the significance of the 
experience.

With your class, create a graphic representation of the skills and knowledge you 
must have to complete the Embedded Assessment. It is important to keep the task 
in mind as you work through the unit activities.

INDEPENDENT 
READING LINK
In this unit, you will read 
texts that explore the pursuit 
of happiness and search for 
self. For independent reading, 
choose an autobiography, 
biography, memoir, or a 
collection of essays or short 
stories that explore this 
thematic concept.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Think-Pair-Share, Close 
Reading, Marking the Text, 
Summarizing, Paraphrasing

Previewing the Unit ACTIVITY

4.1

My Notes
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