
 ACTIVITY

3.8
Fair and Balanced

Learning Targets
• Identify examples of slanters in an editorial.

• Revise selected passages to eliminate loaded language.

Before Reading
1. From the list of slanters in the previous activity, which do you encounter most 

often? Which do you think are most effective? Do a quickwrite responding to 
these questions. Be prepared to discuss your response.

During Reading
2. As you read the following text, highlight or mark text for “slanters” that help 

the writer convince the audience of his point of view. 

Editorial

Abolishhigh school          
                                           football!

by Raymond A. Schroth 

 1 Are you sure playing high school football is good for your son?

 2 I had doubts long before I read the report in the New York Times (Sept 15) that of 
the 1.2 million teenagers who play high school football, an estimated 50 percent have 
su� ered at least one concussion, 35 percent two or more. Since 1997, throughout 20 
states, 50 boys have died. 

 3 A concussion is a blow to the head that smashes the brain against the skull. Because 
their brain tissues are less developed, adolescents are most vulnerable. � e victim 
feels “weird,” has splotchy vision, falls to the ground, vomits, goes into a coma, dies. 
If he survives he su� ers depression, he can’t concentrate, drops out, and/or develops 
symptoms later in life.

 4 Worst of all, the young men overwhelmingly told the reporter that if they thought 
their heads had been damaged they would never tell the coach, because he might take 
them out of the game. 

 5 I’ve felt high school football did more harm than good since I taught high school 
in the 1960s, since I began getting an inkling of the damage done young bodies in both 
high school and college, where linemen are encouraged to “bulk up” to a grotesque 300 
pounds in order to do more damage to the enemy—to say nothing of the damage done 
to their own late adolescent bodies by getting so fat. 

 6 Football, especially in high school, distorts the goals of the so-called educational 
institution that sponsors it, turns ordinary boys into bedazzled heroes, tells them they’re 
the kings of the corridors, coddled by teachers afraid to � unk them, as their parents 
try to live out their glamorous dreams over the broken bodies of their children bashing 
their helmeted heads into one another as thousands cheer. 

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Marking the Text, SMELL, 
Discussion Groups, 
Quickwrite, Socratic Seminar

My Notes

 

 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
The author begins with 
a question, uses the first 
person (“I”), and directly 
addresses the reader 
(“you”). What is the effect 
of these decisions? How 
different would the piece 
have been if the author 
had not done these things? 
Explain.
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Fair and Balanced
 ACTIVITY 3.8
continued

 7 Buzz Bissinger’s 1990 bestselling “Friday Night Lights,” a popular book, � lm, and TV 
series, was, in the long run, an indictment of the small Texas town with nothing going for 
it but its high school football team. If the town had a library, churches, a theater, a park—if 
the school had any classes—we never saw them. � ey were irrelevant. 

 8 � e boys went to high school to play, feeding delusions that they would be noticed 
by a scout who would get them college scholarships and contracts on pro teams. 

  But, you say, if high schools drop football, that will deprive colleges and the pros 
of their feeder system. Right. It will also deprive colleges of many who have come for 
only one reason—to play—while their paid tutors ease them through the motions of 
an education.

 9 But, you say, some football players are very bright. Absolutely right. I have taught 
three in recent years who were the best in the class, straight A’s, a delight to have in the 
room. But they are exceptions to the rule, and few and far between. 

 10 Without football, how can ambitious athletes thrive? � ey can play soccer, 
basketball, baseball, tennis, lacrosse, and squash. � ey can run, swim, row, sail, wrestle, 
and bike. � ey can also read, write for the paper, act, sing, dance, walk, and pray. And 
when they graduate their brains will be enriched, not bruised. 

 11 � e Times article quotes Kelby Jasmon, a high school student in Spring� eld, Ill., 
walking around today with two concussions, who says there is “no chance” he would 
tell the coach if he gets hit hard and symptoms return. “It’s not dangerous to play with a 
concussion,” he says. “You’ve got to sacri� ce for the team. � e only way I come out is on 
a stretcher.”

 12 If the school o�  cials and his parents read that and leave him on the � eld, 
something is very, very wrong.

After Reading
3.  In pairs, use the SMELL strategy to analyze this editorial. You have already 

done some work in the Language section of the strategy. 

 Sender–Receiver Relationship
Who is the writer explicitly addressing his argument to here? How does he seem 
to feel about that target audience? What values does the sender assume the 
reader shares or argue that they should share? 

 Message
What is a literal summary of the content? What is the article’s ultimate thesis 
regarding the subject?

 Emotional Strategies 
What emotional appeals does the writer include? What seems to be his 
desired effect?

 Logical Strategies 
What logical arguments or appeals does the writer include? What is their effect?

 Language
What specific language/slanters are used in the article to support the message 
or characterize the opposition? 

My Notes

 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
The author lists a variety of 
things ambitious athletes 
could do to thrive. Why 
does he list these particular 
alternatives? What is he 
suggesting?
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 ACTIVITY 3.8
continued

Check Your Understanding
Copy five of the more slanted passages from Schroth’s essay to the spaces below 
and revise them to be less rhetorically manipulative.

Original Passage Revised Passage

My Notes
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