
My Notes

 

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Close Reading, Graphic 
Organizer, Quickwrite

Learning Targets
• Reflect on concepts, essential questions, and vocabulary.

• Identify and analyze the knowledge and skills needed to complete Embedded 
Assessment 2 successfully.

• Compose a reaction statement that takes a specific position.

Making Connections
An important task of every critical thinker is to be able to read and understand 
the thinking of others. More importantly, as a critical thinker you must be able to 
gather together many ideas and sort through them to find what you can use and 
what you can discard in formulating your own thinking. This act of synthesis or 
combining often entails the creative act of constructing your own definitions of 
what is important to you. Synthesizing your own thoughts, your reading, and your 
research will lead to your own personal understanding of a complex idea such as 
“The American Dream.” 

Essential Questions 
You have constructed a personal definition of an American. Now write about your 
understanding of Essential Question 2: What is the American Dream? 

Developing Vocabulary
Review the vocabulary from the first part of this unit. Include new words from texts 
you have read. Which words do you know thoroughly? Which do you need to spend 
more time learning?

Unpacking Embedded Assessment 2
Closely read the assignment for Embedded Assessent 2: Synthesizing the 
American Dream. 

Your assignment is to synthesize at least three to five sources and your own 
observations to defend, challenge, or qualify the statement that “America 
still provides access to The American Dream.” This question requires you to 
integrate a variety of sources (3–5) into a coherent, well-written argumentative 
essay. Be sure to refer to the sources and employ your own observations to 
support your position. Your argument should be central; the sources and your 
observations should support this argument. 

With your class, identify and analyze the knowledge you need (what do you need 
to know) and the skills must you have (what must you be able to do) to complete 
the assignment successfully. Create a graphic organizer as you “unpack” the 
requirements of Embedded Assessment 2.

Previewing Embedded Assessment 2 
and Synthesizing Ideas
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Survey
As you read each statement below, use a scale from 1—10 and decide to what 
extent these ideas are prevelant today. If the idea presented in the statement is 
something you are exposed to on a regular basis, rate it a 10. If you do not see 
evidence of the statement at all, rate it a 1 (and remember there are plenty of 
numbers in between). 

 1.  Education is the foundation of a free society. 

  2.  Individuals’ rights are superior to the needs of society. 

 3.  All religious beliefs are protected. 

 4.  Our government was created to guarantee freedoms. 

 5.  Education is important primarily to get a job. 

 6.  Community provides strength and support to individuals. 

 7.  Human beings are basically good and getting better. 

 8.   Individual liberties must always be controlled by government authority. 

 9.  Self-reliance and independence are important to a good life. 

 10.  Science and progress are closely related. 

 11.  The American Dream means making lots of money.

 12. Hard work equals success.

 13. Everyone can achieve The American Dream.

 14. The American Dream includes freedom from want.

 15. Sacrifice is part of achieving success and prosperity. 

Quickwrite: Reflect on your rankings. Share your responses with a partner or a 
small group. You might choose to share your responses with the whole class. After 
discussing, select one statement that you and your partners think is an important 
part of the American Dream. Defend your position and explain the rationale for 
your thinking.

Previewing Embedded Assessment 2 
and Synthesizing Ideas

INDEPENDENT 
READING LINK
To enhance this unit’s focus 
on multiple perspectives 
on the American Dream, 
direct your independent 
reading toward nonfiction. 
Memoirs, autobiographies, or 
biographies of the immigrant 
experience or growing up 
in America will help you 
understand how others define 
the American Dream.
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